MARIA MARTEN	113
corder. Foolish girl, desist!
maria. Never with life!
[They struggle, he shoots her, she falls in his arms.
MARIA [soft music].
William., I am dying, your cruel hand has stilled
The heart that beat in love alone for thee.
Think not to escape the hand of justice., for
When least expected it will mark you down,
At that moment think of Maria's wrongs.
Death claims me, and with my last breath I die blessing and
forgiving thee.	[Dies.
corder. Blessing and forgiveness! and for me, her [loud music]
murderer! What have I done! Oh Maria, awake, awake, do
not look so tenderly upon me, let indignation lighten from your
eyes and blast me!
Oh may this crime for ever stand accurst.
The last of murders, as it is the worst.
CASTE
By T. W. ROBERTSON
the story. The Honourable George D'Alroy, son of the Marquise
de St. Maur, falls in love with Esther Eccles^ a ballet dancer, whom
he marries, much against the wishes of Captain Hawtree, his friend,
who is paying his addresses to Lady Florence Carberry. Soon after
the marriage;, George is summoned to join his regiment and to go
to India, to help in quelling the Mutiny. News comes that he has
been captured by sepoys and killed, and Esther is compelled to
return to her own family. A baby son is born, whom Esther tries
to rear as well as she can in difficult surroundings. Her father,,
Eccles, is a drunken waster; her sister Polly is of the vivacious^,
tomboy type, and is engaged to be married to Sam Gerridge, a
plumber and gas-fitter, who very much resents the superior airs
of Captain Hawtree. In order to earn some money, Esther is
planning to return to the stage, and is one day surprised to receive
a visit from her mother-in-law, the Marquise, who wishes to take
her grandson and bring him up in the traditions of her family.
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